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LOCAL GOVERNMENT AMALGAMATIONS — HON KEN TRAVERS — NOTICE OF MOTION 
Statement 

HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan — Minister for Mental Health) [5.47 pm]: I think that we 
should call a spade a spade. The previous three speakers have made it absolutely clear what this is about. It is 
about opportunistic politics and trying to bring this motion on at a time when most people would have read in the 
paper yesterday that the Minister for Local Government has been handed a report from the Local Government 
Advisory Board. The opposition is trying to pre-empt consideration of that report. Also, we know there was 
a debate in the other place around this that was dealt with in a particular way. We know what happened on the 
weekend just gone. The Labor Party is getting in on the act here to try to find a way to disrupt the working 
relationship between the Liberals and the National Party.  

Several members interjected. 

Hon HELEN MORTON: Just let me speak! 

Several members interjected. 

Hon HELEN MORTON: Let me speak! 

The PRESIDENT: Order! Minister, I will not allow you to try to shout over the noise. Just take your time and 
settle down and members will stop interjecting. 

Hon HELEN MORTON: We read reports about Hon Mark McGowan, the Leader of the Opposition, making 
statements that he is trying to see if he can generate or he will enjoy looking at—I cannot remember the exact 
words he used—the Nats and the Liberal Party trying to tear themselves apart, or whatever words he used. He 
was putting his political agenda right out there in front of everyone. This is just another part of it. The thing that 
really gets me about the motion — 
Several members interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Order! 

Hon HELEN MORTON: We have witnessed the gall of Hon Ken Travers making the comment that this is a 
timely motion for this, that or the other. It is timely only because of potential political opportunism. The 
opposition is trying to say that no genuine work will be done as a result of this. It is wholly and solely an attempt 
to destabilise. 
Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order, members! Hon Kate Doust, you must come to order. 

Hon HELEN MORTON: If there seriously was any genuine requirement to undertake this process, 
Hon Ken Travers surely would have brought it on — 

Hon Sue Ellery: He made an amendment to the bill in exactly those terms. 

Hon HELEN MORTON: Mr President, it is very difficult for me to talk because somebody over there — 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! I will just instruct the clerks to leave the clock running. Do not hold the clock. If 
members want to waste time by interjecting, it will come off the total time for members’ statements. 

Hon HELEN MORTON: I just heard the Leader of the Opposition saying “excellent” because that could waste 
the time in which I have to speak. I would rather like the opportunity to speak over the top of her when she 
speaks. 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order, members! In fact, I do not think the standing orders allow me to issue that instruction. 
That is just the way I feel at the moment. 

Hon HELEN MORTON: I guess I am putting on the record that next Tuesday one of the most blatant political 
stunts we have seen will be attempted. It is so obvious and so clear what this attempt is about. The opposition is 
not prepared — 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! Members, you have had your fun. Now let us just hear out the member on her feet 
and then somebody else may have a few minutes left. 
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Hon HELEN MORTON: I am sure I have six minutes and 45 seconds to go, and I will probably make use of all 
that time if I am given the opportunity. The point I am making is that this is real desperation stakes for the 
Labor Party. An example of how desperate it is can be seen in the fact that it cannot even put up a candidate in 
the seat of Vasse. The Labor Party is so pathetic that it cannot even run a candidate in that campaign because it 
knows that it would get less than 10 per cent of the vote. 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! I think everybody wants to get home, quite frankly. We are not going to get there at 
this rate. It would be like watching the last couple of minutes of a basketball game, which lasts about 25 minutes, 
with time-outs and everything. I do not want to be in that position. 

Hon HELEN MORTON: I am trying to make the point—I do have the opportunity to do that—that this is an 
absolutely outlandish political stunt of the Labor Party. It is trying to be opportunistic around things that 
occurred in the past week or so. It is desperation stakes. The Labor Party is so desperate, it cannot get 
a candidate to run, let alone provide a candidate. It knows that it would get less than 10 per cent of the vote down 
there. 

Point of Order 

Hon KATE DOUST: The matters that the minister is raising have nothing to do with the motion that 
Hon Ken Travers has talked about. The by-election in Vasse has nothing to do with that motion. 

The PRESIDENT: That is not a point of order. This is members’ statements. We do not have a motion or a bill 
before us. Members can make statements about anything they like. 

Statement Resumed  
Hon HELEN MORTON: If members want to give a title to the statement I am making, it is “Stunts and 
Debacle on Behalf of the Labor Party”, which cannot even run a candidate for a by-election because it has no 
faith in its ability — 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! I am going to close down members’ statements if members cannot pull themselves 
together. 

Hon HELEN MORTON: I would like to think that I can continue, because I find it very difficult — 

The PRESIDENT: You can continue if you speak through me in the chair, and I will protect you from the chair. 

Hon HELEN MORTON: The point that I am making is that this stunt is one in a line of stunts of the 
desperation stakes that this opposition is in. It does not have sufficient faith in its ability — 

Hon Sue Ellery interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order, Leader of the Opposition! I heard you say a while ago that you wanted to go home; 
you are the one preventing that at the moment. 

Hon Michael Mischin: Put her in the cells! 

The PRESIDENT: I do not want it to come to that, but that is an option! 

Hon HELEN MORTON: I want to finish my point. My point is that this opposition is in disarray, has no faith 
in itself, and no faith in its capability or capacity — 

Several members interjected. 

Hon HELEN MORTON: Mr President, I am just speaking normally to you. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! It is getting serious now because I have to leave at six o’clock to go to a dinner with 
the Chinese Consul, so time is running out for me; I do not know about you! 

Hon HELEN MORTON: It has no faith in its own capability of running a campaign that would show up in any 
way positive, that would be seen to be damaging to its leader, who obviously has been unable to get any traction 
in the community of Western Australia, let alone particularly in the seat of Vasse. 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! There are three voices too many coming from the opposition. 

Hon HELEN MORTON: The other point that I would make is that those particular interjections merely go to 
strengthen my argument, because if all the things that the opposition is saying were true, focusing on this 
government, and it could still only get 10 per cent of the vote in the seat of Vasse, it says something pretty 
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terrible about what the Labor Party is able to do. It has no faith in itself, no faith in its leader, no ability to run 
a campaign and cannot raise the funds to run a campaign. 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order!  

Hon HELEN MORTON: This is a further stunt and further political opportunism which really does not get any 
traction with the community. It can see what is going on with the opposition as well as we can, so it is merely an 
effort next Tuesday to try to further that cause, and I do not believe it will come to anything.  

House adjourned at 5.58pm 

__________  
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